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Introduction  
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the second edition of the San Juan County Economic Almanac.  

This publication provides a set of historical trends of economic indicators for the county.  Over time, this 
publication will be updated with ongoing data showing impacts resulting from various policy decisions, 
outside economic factors, or other factors.   Note:  data from the 2010 Census will not be available 
until the end of 2011.  At that time, the charts in this edition of the Economic Almanac will be updated.   

It is our hope that policy makers will use the Economic Almanac as a reference for decisions whose 
impacts can be tracked by future almanacs.  

Prospective and existing businesses can start their research with this general overview information, but 
that it will be necessary for them to do additional research specifically relevant to their business and 
industry sector.   Additional resources are available on our website at www.sanjuansedc.org. 

The board and staff of the San Juan County Economic Development Council would like to thank the  
Washington State Department of Commerce, San Juan County Government, the Town of Friday Harbor, 
the Port of Friday Harbor and the Port of Lopez, for supporting our work to improve business conditions 
in San Juan County. 

We hope you find this almanac useful and informative.   

                

Jim Hooper       Cathy Cavanagh 
San Juan County EDC Board President    EDC Vice-President 

      

Bruce Gregory       Victoria Compton 
EDC Treasurer       Executive Director  
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Early Economic History  
 
 
The San Juan Archipelago consists of over 450 islands that span the U.S./Canadian border of the Pacific 
Northwest. This chain of islands has over 9,000 years of documented human history and was originally 
home to the Northern Straits Salish peoples.  
 
The Salish peoples used the islands in a variety of ways ς from year-round residences, to summer 
agriculture and fishing camps.  The Archipelago offered many natural resources, attracting residents 
who sought to sustain their families and villages.  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΩ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ 
the Salish were targets for slave raiding parties by other northern tribes. 

In 1579 Sir Francis Drake sailed up the Pacific Northwest Coast naming the region New Albion; in 1775, 
Spain laid claim to the area.  Key mapping expeditions occurred in 1791 & 1792, led by Captain Francisco 
de Eliza.  A British expedition led by Captain George Vancouver also occurred in 1792.  
 
Along with the Europeans came disease and firearms, which significantly reduced the populations of the 
Northern Straits Salish peoples.  

¢ƘŜ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ established a presence county-wide from the mid-муллΩǎΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
smokehouses to cure salmon caught in the abundant waters of the Strait of Juan de Fuca.  They also 
started livestock ranches and exported lumber. 

The early settlers and entrepreneurs took advantage of the historical natural resources of the 
Archipelago (forestry, fishing, and agriculture) as well as new resources (gold, lime, and political power).  

As both Canadian and American settlers and commerce grew in the region, arguments over land 
ownership, duties and taxes escalated a boundary dispute between Canada and the U.S. which engaged 
troops from both sides, establishing two military encampments.  After this intervention (the bloodless 
άtƛƎ ²ŀǊέύΣ ǘhe dispute was finally settled in 1872 via arbitration by Kaiser Wilhelm I of Germany.    

The 1846 Oregon Treaty established the northwest boundary between Canada and the US as the 49th 
parallel, except in the San Juan Archipelago.  The Haro Strait was defined as the Canadian ς U.S. border 
and the archipelago was formally split into the Gulf Islands of Canada and the San Juan Islands of 
Washington State.  

¢ƘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘǎΩ ƳƛƭŘΣ ǎŜƳƛ-dry climate lent itself well to agriculture and by 1900, several canneries and 
creameries in Friday Harbor and Richardson were built.  San Juan County became the largest soft fruit 
and pea producing county in Washington.   
 
Several entrepreneurs worked to mine the rich lime deposits that had been discovered by soldiers 
during the boundary dispute.  After the boundary settlement in 1886, Roche Harbor blossomed into the 
largest lime works west of the Mississippi, ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΩ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ industrial product and 
becoming the leading employer in the county. 

[ǳƳōŜǊ Ƴƛƭƭǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ нΦрa ŎƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфллΩǎΦ Sawmills 
throughout San Juan County supplied the timber to build these steamships and the cordwood to power 
them. They also provided barrels and fruit boxes in which island merchandise was transported. Finally, 
millions of cords of wood were processed to fire the kilns of the lime works at Roche Harbor. 
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Friday Harbor was incorporated in 1909 and remains the only incorporated town in San Juan County. 
 
A mainstay of the early economy and culture was smuggling. During the years of the boundary dispute, 
smuggling was a means to sidestep the import duties and taxes between Canada and the US.  Later 
times focused on smuggling of Chinese workers and opium (legal at the time, but heavily taxed), alcohol 
during Prohibition and more recently recreational drugs.  

Initially, the San Juan Islands were part of Whatcom County, WA, but in 1873, the Territorial Legislature 
passed a bill creating San Juan County and designated Friday Harbor as the county seat (even though at 
the time, all San Juan Island commerce occurred in old San Juan Town on Griffin Bay).  

Albert Jensen started a shipyard in 1910, joining many shipbuilders in the Sound. The active Mosquito 
Fleet of small sailing ships that plied the waters of Puget Sound ensured that local goods like fish and 
produce ended up in the bustling markets down-sound.   

Transportation of people and products was achieved by use of the steamers that had been the primary 
transportation system for Puget Sound communities since the 1850s.  

The early years saw the economy expand; as had been for thousands of years, harvesting marine  and 
agricultural resources was its mainstay.  

Modern History: 1960 - Present  
The boom of the late 19th and early 20th centuries did not last.  Time and technology transformed the 
San Juan County economy as it was transforming the nation as a whole. By the 1930s the most 
accessible Roche Harbor lime deposits had been exhausted and the industry had all but disappeared 
from the San Juan Islands by World War II. 
 
Rail, and then motor vehicles, replaced water transportation as the main form of moving goods around 
Puget Sound.  This made it cost-ineffective for farmers and canneries to market their goods to the 
mainland. 
 
The Grand Coulee Dam irrigation project was finished in the Palouse of Eastern Washington by 1951.  By 
1953, agriculture in the San Juan Islands was effectively shriveled up.  Small San Juan County farms 
simply could not compete with the large agricultural businesses in the newly irrigated lands of Eastern 
Washington and California. 

From a high point of 3,600 in 1910 ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΣ the population of San Juan County was stagnant, 
actually declining to 2,872 by 1960.   
 
.ȅ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ economy of farming, fishing and seafaring had dwindled. The 
economy continued to struggle through the мфслΩǎ as the region south of the islands boomed as a result 
of gains by companies like the Boeing Commercial Airplane Company and the John Fluke Manufacturing 
Company. 
 
The islands began to take on a new role in the region through the efforts of a small group of 
businesspeople, who worked to market the county as a tourism and retirement destination to the newly 
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ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƻǳǎ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ слΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ōƻƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǎǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ пл 
years. 

Tourism had always been an element of the San Juan County economy. Visitors frequented the islands 
ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ōŀŎƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ муулΩǎ when the first hotels opened, or for youth and summer camps that opened in 
the 1920s and 1930s. Moran State Park was created in 1921. 

As the popularity of the islands grew, the real estate and construction industries supporting summer and 
retirement homes became more prevalent.   ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƳ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΣ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎ 
and ultimately collapsed in 2006. 

In 2000, the year-round population of San Juan County was 14,400 with 95 percent living on the three 
largest islands of San Juan, Orcas and Lopez.  During peak tourist season of July and August, the 
population doubles as seasonal residents return.  

San Juan County has developed into a desirable retirement destination offering its natural beauty and 
year-round mild climate to the aging baby boomer generation. 

Today, San Juan County has an estimated population of 15,294 residents (people who declare San Juan 
County as their principle place of residence) with an additional population of part-timers who declare 
other sites as their primary places of residence but spend part of the year in San Juan County. 

 The recent national economic downturn has been felt in San Juan County, as real estate sales and 
construction projects decline.  Tourism has better weathered the storm.  While our unemployment 
percentage is currently double its usual number, it is still half that of most of the rest of the nation. 

As the community explores infrastructure improvements in the areas of broadband and transportation, 
newer forms of business will become possible in San Juan County.  Telecommuting, which is currently 
done by a select few, may soon become common if the efforts to improve broadband infrastructure are 
realized.  
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Population  
 
The first half of the 20th century saw a stable population, with the traditional economic activities of 
fishing, forestry, agriculture and seafaring waning and no new economic activities arising to take their 
place. Recovery started slowly ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ тлΩǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ the San Juan Islands was re-
discovered by retirees, artists and tourists.  
 
¢ƘŜ мфулΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ early roots of the local tourism business and saw the growth of second 
and retirement home building.   
 
With the economic downturn of 2007-2010, some exodus has begun, mostly among workers in the 
construction industry who moved to the islands during the boom. 
 
 
Chart 1 ς San Juan County population change, years 2000-2009.   
Data from US Census Bureau 
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Chart 2 - San Juan County Population, 1900-2010. 
Data from US Census Bureau 

 
 
 
 
Chart 3: 
SJC Population Projections for Growth Management 
Data from WashingtonState Office of Financial Management. Chart shows projections for population  
growth in San Juan County through 2030, based on recent trends. 
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Chart 4:  SJC Births, 2000-2009 
Data from US Census Bureau

 

Chart 5:  SJC Deaths, 2000-2009 
Data from US Census Bureau 
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Chart 6:  Natural Increase by Year, 2000-2009 
Data from US Census Bureau 

/ƘŀǊǘ с ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ άbŀǘǳǊŀƭ LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜέ ŦƻǊ {ŀƴ Wǳŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ нллл-2009, which in our case is a 

decrease.  The decrease represents the difference between births and deaths for this period.  Deaths 

remain somewhat constant, but births, which declined sharply in 2003 have not yet made up the 

difference. 

 

 
Chart 7:  Migration , 2000 -2009 
Data from US Census Bureau 

Chart 7 shows that migration has more than made up the difference for the natural decrease in 
population in San Juan County. 
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San Juan County has been predominately άǿƘƛǘŜέ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ European explorers 
significantly reduced the numbers of Northern Straits Salish peoples. European descendants continue 
to dominate the area as one can see by comparing the changes in ethnicity of San Juan County from the 
1980 to 2000 census.  
 
However, the percent of minorities over the last twenty years has almost tripled as a percentage of the 
total population, with the greatest increase in the Latino and Other categories. The Other category 
of the US Census includes persons of two or more races.  
 
To look at the data more clearly, we can look at this pie chart based on data from the Washington State 
Office of Financial Management, based on data from the US Census of 2000. 
 
Chart 8: Races in San Juan County 
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Charts 9 through 11 show a comparison to other counties in Washington State in terms of population 
and density.   
 
San Juan County is the 29th least populous of the 32 counties in Washington, and has around one-tenth 
the density of King County, the most populous county. 
 
 
Chart 9:  Population by WA County, 2000 

 

 
 
 
  



15 
 

Chart 10:  Washington Counties Area in Square Miles  

 

 
 
 
 
Chart 11: Washington Counties Population Density Per Square Mile  
Data from Washington State Office of Financial Management. Chart shows the number of residents per square mile of land. 
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Now we take a look at the county population by age range.  
 
Clearly, San Juan County is experiencing a shift in population ages. In 1990, approximately half of the 
population was under the age of 44. In 2010, only 40% of the population is under 44 with a significant 
growth in the age range of 45-64. The shift to an older population is clearly shown in the two graphs 
below. 
 
Chart 12:  San Juan County Populati on by Age in 1990 
Data from Washington State Office of Financial Management 
 
 

 
.  
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Chart 13:  San Juan County Population by Age in 2010 
Data from Washington State Office of Financial Management. 
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Chart 14-15:  Washington State Population by Age, 1990 and 2010  
Data from Washington State Office of Financial Management.  
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In growth, Washington State as a whole averaged about 8% over the last 9 years.  San Juan was the 
fastest growing county in our region, next to Whatcom.  Our population drivers were significantly 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ²ƘŀǘŎƻƳΩǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƻƴ ǊŜǘƛǊees moving here.   
 
This will affect recovery efforts:  as property taxes support local government, we may not see the same 
services we were used to.  As the pressure on housing has eased, house prices have softened and more 
residents are taking flight.  
 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇŜǊŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ resolved, likely not until 2015 or later, unless we can drive 
other industries. 
 
 
Chart 16:  Population Increase  ɀ Comparison by County 00 vs. 09  
Data from Washington State Office of Financial Management. 
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Chart 17: 
San Juan County Female 
Population  
By Age 
Data from Washington 
State Office of Financial 
Management. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Chart 18: 
San Juan County Male 
Population  
By Age 
Data from Washington 
State Office of Financial 
Management 
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Income  
 
San Juan County is perceived as a land of the wealthy, with a large number of retirement and/or second 
homes, waterfront estates, and private aircraft bringing folks in for a weekend of celebration or 
relaxation. 
 
[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ άtŜǊ /ŀǇƛǘŀ LƴŎƻƳŜέ όǘƘŜ ǎǳƳ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ income reported by residents of San Juan County divided 
by the number of residents of San Juan County), San Juan County is significantly above the average for 
the state of Washington.  Looking at these figures, there is little wonder that the perceptions exist. 
 
Chart 19:  SJC vs WA Per Capita Income 
Data from Washington State Office of Financial Management 
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Chart 20:  SJC (ÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄ )ÎÃÏÍÅ %ÓÔÉÍÁÔÅÓȟ ȭωω-ȭπω 
Data from Washington State Office of Financial Management 

 

 
Chart 21ȡ  /ÔÈÅÒ #ÏÕÎÔÉÅÓȭ (ÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄ )ÎÃÏÍÅ %ÓÔÉÍÁÔÅÓȟ ȭπχ-ȭπω 
Data from Washington State Office of Financial Management 
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However, there are several sources of income and methods of measuring income. The US Census Bureau 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ άaŜŘƛŀƴ IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ LƴŎƻƳŜέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ Řƛfferent picture with San Juan County below 
the overall state of Washington in 2000 (the latest census data.  Data from 2010 Census will be available 
in April 2011. 
 
άaŜŘƛŀƴέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜlow the 
ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ άaŜŘƛŀƴέ ǊŜŘǳŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ όƻǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǿ) incomes which can affect an 
άŀverageέΦ 
 
Chart 22:  SJC vs WA Per Capita Income  
Data from Washington State Office of Financial Management 
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Another look from the US Bureau of Economic Analysis ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǘŀƭ !ǾŜǊŀƎŜ /ƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊ 
Ƨƻōέ ƛƴ {ŀƴ Wǳŀƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭΦ  
 
One might argue that San Juan County has an abundance of low paying jobs that causes this low 
average. Or, San Juan County might have a higher portion of part-time jobs as compared with 
Washington State, as this statistic does not distinguish between full time and part time jobs. 
 
Chart 23:  Total Average Compensation per Job 
US Bureau of Economic Analysis 
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Chart 24-25:  SJC and King Co. Percentage of Households by Income/Benefits 
US Bureau of Economic Analysis 

 

 

 

5.10% 5.70% 

12.40% 
10.00% 

14.90% 

21.60% 

12.10% 

9.30% 

3.10% 
5.80% 

0.00% 

5.00% 

10.00% 

15.00% 

20.00% 

25.00% 

Less than 
$10,000 

$10,000 
to 

$14,999 

$15,000 
to 

$24,999 

$25,000 
to 

$34,999 

$35,000 
to 

$49,999 

$50,000 
to 

$74,999 

$75,000 
to 

$99,999 

$100,000 
to 

$149,999 

$150,000 
to 

$199,999 

$200,000 
or more 

SJC Percentage of Households by Income/Benefits 
(2009 Inflation-Adjusted Dollars) 

5.50% 
3.60% 

7.30% 
8.40% 

12.30% 

17.80% 

14.10% 

17.00% 

6.90% 7.10% 

0.00% 

2.00% 

4.00% 

6.00% 

8.00% 

10.00% 

12.00% 

14.00% 

16.00% 

18.00% 

20.00% 

Less than 
$10,000 

$10,000 
to 

$14,999 

$15,000 
to 

$24,999 

$25,000 
to 

$34,999 

$35,000 
to 

$49,999 

$50,000 
to 

$74,999 

$75,000 
to 

$99,999 

$100,000 
to 

$149,999 

$150,000 
to 

$199,999 

$200,000 
or more 

King Co. Percentage of Households by Income/Benefits 
(2009 Inflation-Adjusted Dollars) 



27 
 

Chart 26 below shows the percent of the population with household Incomes in various income ranges 
for San Juan County and Washington State in both the 1990 and 2000 census. From 1990 to 2000, San 
Juan County dropped in percent of incomes below $35,000 and increased in number of residents with 
income above $50,000. From 1990 to 2000, Washington State dropped in percent of incomes below 
$50,000 with larger increases in number of residents with income above $50,000.  
 
Comparing San Juan County percentages with Washington State in 2000, San Juan County is above the 
state average for income ranges below $50,000 and below state average for income range $50,000 to 
$150,000. But then San Juan County percentage is above the state average for the income range 
$150,000 and above. 
 
In other words, San Juan County lacks middle income people, while having a greater percentage of high 
and low income residents.  
 
Chart 26:  Percent Residents per Household Income Range  
US Census Bureau  
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Real Estate 

 
Unlike mainland high growth areas, San Juan County is geographically constrained in the amount of land 
available for consumption by prospective new community members.  
 
Real estate sales were for decades a major economic driver for San Juan County. Historically, county real 
estate focused on what natural resources could be garnered from the land. Whether it was forestry, 
agriculture, fishing, or mining, the value of the land was based upon what could be extracted from it.  
 
Since the late Sixties, however, the value of land has been what someone was willing to pay for it. As the 
quantity of available land diminished and the demand for the remaining land increased, the values 
skyrocketed. 
 
As the population grew from 10,035 in 1990 to 14,077 in 2000 (40.4%) the number of housing units 
ƎǊŜǿ слΦр҈ ŦǊƻƳ слтр ƛƴ мффл ǘƻ фтрн ƛƴ нлллΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ άнƴŘ 
IƻƳŜǎέ ƎǊŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ нлΦп҈ ǘƻ нуΦр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǳƴƛǘǎ ƛƴ нллл (or 2776 units). All this is based upon US 
Census Bureau numbers, which will be updated in April 2011. 
 
The WA State Office of Financial Management estimated that in 2006 the number of housing units was 
11,152. The median home sales price has soared recently, after modest growth between 1995 and 2002.  
 
Chart 27:  SJC Real Estate Excise Tax Collections, 2006-2009  
3ÁÎ *ÕÁÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ 
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The number of housing units available has steadily increased, driven by the construction of single-family 
homes.  Multi-family units have not kept pace with that of single-family units or with that of population 
growth.  Multi-family units as a percentage of total units is half as much in San Juan County (16%) as 
compared to Washington State overall (34%). 
 
In 2008, after a three-year boom, values plummeted.  The median home price dropped precipitously 
and high-end homes were particularly hard-hit.  The number of building permits, too, was greatly 
reduced.   More recently, prices seem to have stabilized but remain stagnant. 
 
Chart 28:  3ÁÎ *ÕÁÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ -ÅÄÉÁÎ (ÏÍÅ 0ÒÉÃÅ ȭωυ-ȭπω 
Data from the Washington State Office of Financial Management 
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Chart 29:  WA Real Estate Excise Tax Collections By County, % Change, 2010 vs 2009 

Data from the Washington State Office of Financial Management 

Excise tax collections have dropped precipitously in San Juan County. 

 
 
 
Chart 30ȡ  3*# "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ 0ÅÒÍÉÔÓȟ ȭψω-Ȭπω 

Data from the Washington State Office of Financial Management 

The trend for building permits has followed the downturn in real estate sales. 
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Chart 31:  Number of Listings  
Data courtesy Coldwell Banker San Juan Islands 
The amount of housing inventory has continued to increase, despite the slowdown in sales, creating at 
this writing (December, 2010) an 18-24 month backlog of inventory.   

While the number of listings (Chart 31) has increased, the number of sales has dropped (Chart 32). 

 

Chart 32:  Number of Closings 

Data courtesy Coldwell Banker San Juan Islands 

 
 
As important as the cost of purchasing a house in San Juan County is, equally so is the cost of renting. 
Rentals provide transitional housing for new residents, housing for younger residents and housing for 
seasonal workers. As San Juan County continues to lag in construction of multi-family housing, one 
would suspect increased pressure ƻƴ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦{ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΣ ǘƘŜ άƳŜŘƛŀƴ 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǊŜƴǘέ ƛƴ мффл ǿŀǎ ϷоупΦлл ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άƳŜŘƛŀƴ ƎǊƻǎǎ ǊŜƴǘέ ƛƴ нллл ǿŀǎ ϷслтΦллΦ  Data for 2010 will 
be available in late 2011. 
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Taxes 
 

Retail Sales Tax  
 
Chart shows the total taxable retail sales in San Juan County (including the Town of Friday Harbor), by 
category.   
 
This indicates the top three industry segments generating retail sales tax revenue from San Juan County 
are construction, retail trade, and accommodations/f ood services.  
 
 
Chart 33:  SJC Retail Sales by Category 

Data from the Washington State Department of Revenue. 
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Lodging Taxes  

 
Another source of tax revenues for the town and county is the Lodging Tax.  This tax is paid by 
individuals as part of their hotel room rates (typically tourists and visitors in lieu of state sales tax on 
their lodging).  Chart 34 shows the distributed lodging tax by month for San Juan County and Friday 
Harbor and not adjusted for inflation; Chart 35 shows the tax collected by month, adjusted for inflation.  
Note that the distributed lodging tax reflects money collected during the summer months (June-Aug), 
but distributed three months later. 
 
Chart 34:  Distributed Lodging Tax by Month  

$ÁÔÁ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÁÎ *ÕÁÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ. 
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Chart 35:  Distributed Lodging Tax by Month of Reporting  

Data from San Juan County 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȢ 

 

 
 
Chart 36 shows the cyclicality of San Juan County lodging tax income.  Interestingly, many workers in San 

Juan County are conditioned to the cyclicality and prefer the cycle of being employed in the summer and 

collecting unemployment in the winter.  This sometimes makes it difficult for year-round employers to 

find long-term employees. 

0 

50,000 

100,000 

150,000 

200,000 

250,000 

300,000 

350,000 

400,000 

450,000 

500,000 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Distributed Lodging Tax by Month SJC & FH 
By month of Reporting 

Adjusted for inflation 2000 dollars 

December 

November 

October 

September 

August 

July 

June 

May 

April 

March 

February 

January 



37 
 

Chart 36:  Lodging Tax by Month SJC & FH 

$ÁÔÁ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÁÎ *ÕÁÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȢ

 

Visitor taxes 

Chart 37:  SJC Hotel/Motel Tax by Year, 2006-2010  

$ÁÔÁ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÁÎ *ÕÁÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ. 
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Chart 38:  SJC Hotel/Motel Tax by Month of Business Activity, 2010  

Data from San Juan #ÏÕÎÔÙ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ. 

 

Chart 39:  Percentage Hotel/Motel Revenue by Island, 2010  

$ÁÔÁ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÁÎ *ÕÁÎ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅȢ 

Orcas Island hosts more visitors than any other island. 
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